r

WOODEN CROSS

Wooden Cross

Newsletter
Octoben, 2025

LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA

Wooden Cross is a welcoming, Christ-centered community believing in grace and living in faith and service.

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR

“Life Abundant in the Trenches”

The Christian faith is something of an oddity

of grief. We are a people who trust in forgiveness

and reconciliation in the midst of conflicts. We are a
people who watch as Jesus calls forth “peace be still”
over raging waters and stormy seas, only to see all
become placid and calm. We are a people called to
trust not in “prayer” but rather in the One who bids us
to pray, and to keep trusting even when nothing
appears to our human perceptions to “be working.”

All of this is to say, the faith we are called into is
something our world cannot really comprehend until
and unless God grants that understanding, which in our
teaching tradition is much the same as talking of one
“coming to faith” in Christ Jesus himself. And friends, to
be called to faith is also to acknowledge the seductive
power our world exerts to seduce us right back out
again. Hear the apostles warning time and again not to
fall away or return to what had been!

It is Jesus who welcomes in the lost and broken.
It is Jesus who encounters people time and again who
are destitute and cut off from God and one another,
and somehow in his miraculous care they are brought
to whole new lives and outlooks on who they are,
whose they are, and how this changes everything!
It is Jesus who makes friends of God (and friends of
His) of those who would have been called “enemies”
before encountering Love in the flesh itself in Jesus.
It is Jesus in his self-sacrificial love that redeems and

A WORD
FROM THE

in this world. We are a people called to life out of PASTOR
death. We are a people called to joy in the midst

Again, all this to point us back to the deepest of
truths, which is that in Jesus everything lives and
moves and has it's being... He really does change
everything.

Wooden Cross as a church body is in a time of
deep discernment and that comes with no shortage of
fears and anxieties. In the mist of a time like this, it is
actually somewhat expected that folks might seek
stability in matters “we” might have influence within.
Expected, normal, and faithfully engaged this can be
useful. At the same time though, | would also remind all
to more deeply still connect with God, in His enduring
faithfulness and be grounded in the reality that our
faith and our God IS an oddity in our world, and we are
too as Christ’s people called to be odd as well.

Continued on page 3.
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Rﬁstores us, even while we are yet enemies of God.
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STEWARDS
OF GODY'S LOVE

Let’s accept our freedom to give generously,
and our responsibility to be good stewards of
all God'’s gifts.

2025 Local Giving Budget

Weekly Average Goal: $4,812
AUG  Week 1: $2,078
Week 2: $2,645
Week 3: $2,124
Week 4: $1,327
Week 5: $999
$9,174

Weekly Average: $1,835
SEP  Week 1: $5,222
Week 2: $2,817
Week 3: $2,570
Week 4: $2,175
$12,784

Weekly Average: $3,196

Thank you!
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WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY

COME JOIN OUR

E God calls us to grow in faith. Members and
d friends are invited to grow in their relationships
with God. A book of the Bible is selected to read
( y and study together over several weeks to give it
full exploration.

On Wednesday mornings beginning at 10:00 AM Pr. Eric will
lead Adult Bible Study (in-person and online via Zoom). You are
welcome to join us! Bring a willing heart. We will till the soil. God
brings the growth.

PASTORAL CARE

If you or your family have any health
concerns needing prayer, or a pastoral
contact or visit, please call or email the

church office. Thank you. PASTORAL CARE

WOODEN CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH
17401 198th Avenue NE
Woodinville, Washington 98077
(corner of 198th and Woodinville/Duvall Road)

Sunday WOrship ... 10:00 AM
CRUICH ... 425-788-3626
Church Office HOUTS .......cvveeiriereieieisiieieins Mon.-Thurs, 7:30 AM—3:00 PM
Church Email ......coovovvvriiencccnececcee, woodencrosslc@gmail.com
WEDSIEE......ceoceec s WeAreWoodenCross.org
Pastor Office Hours............ M-W: 9:30 AM—2:30 PM; Fri. by Appointment
Pastor Email...............ccooviiniciniicncce, revericg@hotmail.com
PASTON ...t Eric Griffith
Secretary / BOOKKEEPET ..o Kathy Corneloup
Music Director / Organist ............ocveeeereereeeniemneereeeneeseseeneesenees Seung Lee
Special MUSIC ......ccvvereeiiceecee e Ensemble Musicians
Altar Guild Coordinator ..........ccvveevieesicese e Linda Griffith
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE
Continued from page 1

We are called to be at peace when every fiber in
our being is anxious. We are called to lovingly connect
when our inclination may be to isolate or disconnect.
We are called to remember that great cloud of
witnesses with whom we share a common life together,
even when a local gathering may be small. The body of
Christ is big enough to encompass not only every
brother and sister in space, but also across time
(backward and forwards BOTH!) And so we are called
to ever join the race alongside one another as we serve
with joy our Lord and Savior.

It is our “odd faith” that will continually call us
back:

» To pray for those with whom we disagree

» To gather and worship even should we “not feel
like it”

» To seek a future, beyond what to intents and
purposes looks to be dead ends—The cross sure

had that appearance, and yet look at how God
handled that one!

» To keep praying through the anxiety and fear and
frustration, trusting that every prayer is precious in
God’s hearing AND also is God’s work upon us,
changing and transforming us into that increasingly
“odd” shape of faith in Christ Jesus himself

TRUNK-OR-TREAT

Come with family,
. . 0
friends and neighbors and “@

lot, on Friday, October, 31,
from 5:30 to 7:00 PM.

The Christian Connection Committee is inviting
Wooden Cross folks to decorate the trunks of their cars
and come to the church with candy for our community
trick-or-treaters. Our goal is to have 10 “trunks” on
display. Decorations might include: lights, spooky
music, spider webs, corn stalks, etc. Get creative. Feel
free to wear a costume! If you'd like to participate,
please sign up at the entrance table.

This is a great way to meet to our neighbors! Hot
soup and cider will be provided for our participants.

» To be open to new growth and seed and flower,
even in the midst of feeling our souls to be parched
and weary...

These and others like them, share a fundamental
trust that God is the ever faithful one, and our calling is
simply to rely upon His faithfulness and then to not only
rest peacefully in Him, but to also follow wherever His
voice calls us..

May your trust and hope in God be truly “odd”
today, tomorrow and every day henceforth. May God
bless Wooden Cross with a life abundant in whatever
form God is seeking for His people! May Life be
abundant even in the “trenches.” Rebuke and reject in
Christ's name the spirit of Despair, but rather be
captivated and encouraged by the Holy Spirit who is
even now calling us all into Life yet again! He is faithful.

In Christ Jesus ever and always, may the peace of
our Lord be yours and May God’s face shine upon you
each and all.

Prayerfully In Christ,

Pastor Eric

THE GREAT
WASHINGTON
SHAKE-~-OUT!

Churches, schools and families are invited to
participate in the Great Washington Shake-Out Drill on
Thursday, October 16, 2026, at 10:16 AM, joining
millions of people across Washington
practicing earthquake safety. This drill means that
wherever you are you should Drop, Cover, and Hold On
as if there were a major earthquake occurring at that
very moment.

For more https://
www.shakeout.org/washington/.  Visit the American
Red Cross Disaster Preparedness website to help
prepare a Family Emergency Communications Plan:
https://www.redcross.org/get-help/how-to-prepare-for-
emergencies.html  Wooden Cross is a Red Cross
emergency shelter which will serve the community
should there be a major earthquake in our area.

information, visit:
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https://www.shakeout.org/washington/dropcoverholdon
https://www.shakeout.org/washington/dropcoverholdon/
https://www.snohomishcountywagov/DocumentCenter/View/54634/Family-Communication-Plan
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HoLY GUACAMOLE—-FIESTA & FUNDRAISER!

You are invited to join us for Holy
Guacamole! Fiesta & Fundraiser Dinner
Auction on Saturday, October 25.

You can help by donating
ltems! There are many ways of
donating. Consider re-gifting a new item; contact
businesses you have a relationship with for a donation
or gift certificate; consider offering a service, or baking
a special dish. Donation forms are available on the
entrance table.

This lively evening is a great opportunity for you to
invite your neighbors, relatives and friends. The Fiesta
& Fundraiser Dinner Auction will have spirited bidding,
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EVENTS

Lutherwood Work Day and Oktoberfest, Saturday,
October 18. Work projects 10am-4pm, Oktoberfest
from 4pm-6pm. Join us for a Camp Work Day/
Oktoberfest! Spend the morning on work projects
(indoor and outdoor options), enjoy a complimentary
lunch, and give back to camp! All ages and skill levels
welcome. Stay later in the afternoon for a festive
event, featuring brats (meat and vegetarian options
available), beer and root beer, and all the fixin’s. We’'ll
offer games, tours of camp, and a casual worship
service thanking God and our community for another
amazing summer. Come for the morning, the
afternoon, or both! Lunch is free and dinner by
donation. All ages welcome! (Please RSVP so we know
how much food to make). https://

www.camplutherwood.org/volunteer

Lutherwood Advent Retreat, December 6th. Join
us 10am-2pm on Saturday, December 6th for an
Advent Retreat! This is a daytime event for kids,
parents, grandparents, friends, and more! Enjoy a
delicious, hot lunch, hot chocolate and cookie
decorating, Christmas crafts, and carols by a roaring
fire, and some surprises!Adults are $20 and Kids are
$12 (5 and under are free)!

For more information and registration, go to

camplutherwood.org/programs-and-events or reach
out to ashleigh.ek@camplutherwood.org.

food and music. There will be a Silent
and Live Auction, with variety of items
for ALL ages! Come, relax, visit, and
enjoy a meal with friends at this family-
friendly event.

Proceeds from the Auction will support Acres of
Diamonds, Maltby Food Bank, Habitat for Humanity,
and Boy Scouts of America. The annual auction is
sponsored in part by Thrivent Financial.

We appreciate your continued support and
participation!

—Carla Peterson and Peggy Reiber
2025 Auction Co-Coordinators

ONLINE WORSHIP

Wooden Cross church services are
=l available on a YouTube LiveStream
Channel. You can watch our
Sunday morning worship services
online, as well as see any of the previous broadcasted
services.

Visit our church website—WeAreWoodenCross.org,
and click on the streaming link. Be sure to “subscribe”
to receive ongoing notifications of upcoming streams,
as well as access to archived services that you missed
or have chosen to watch later.

Through this technology we are able to expand our
ministry anywhere in the world and let people learn
more about us and our ministry. Join us as we
Connect, Grow in faith, and Serve in our communities,
following Jesus and helping others do the samel!

RECYCLING REMINDER

The Christian Response Committee is now taking
polystyrene (Styrofoam) recycling to the Shoreline
Transfer Station. Blocks or sheets must be clean, dry,
and empty. No packing peanuts. No food, liquid, food
packaging, stickers, or tape. They do not take foam
food meat trays, or the softer white and/or black foam
blocks as is increasingly being used in packaging.
Anything else we must sort and put in the church
garbage can so please do not bring those.


https://www.camplutherwood.org/volunteer?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExdktGZnRSclI3UzRybGJUTQEeciVv49m7ZuEw6vmA-oJqDQ64YZDbBSmbZwUGmVgnnaECdvNTW9klp66F9O8_aem_CI5vYwGj6W8DIKVbKb8fNg
https://www.camplutherwood.org/volunteer?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExdktGZnRSclI3UzRybGJUTQEeciVv49m7ZuEw6vmA-oJqDQ64YZDbBSmbZwUGmVgnnaECdvNTW9klp66F9O8_aem_CI5vYwGj6W8DIKVbKb8fNg
https://www.camplutherwood.org/programs-and-events
mailto:ashleigh.ek@camplutherwood.org?subject=Advent%20Retreat&body=
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REFORMATION
SUNDAY

Reformation Day is October
31 and commemorates the
Reformation movement started
by Martin Luther in the 16th
century. This year it is observed
the Sunday before on October 26.

Reformation Sunday
remember and re-tell the family stories of our faith.
Stories about men and women who came before us
and taught us about the faith. Stories about people
who risked everything so that we would be able to
gather and worship in the manner that we do.

is a day when we

Throughout the year we listen to the Sunday
message—about how we live our daily lives, the
choices we make, the habits of our faith.
On Reformation Sunday we return to the core of our
faith: God loved us first, and God continues to
shower us with grace and mercy.

We are called to remember that all that we are
is a gift from God. Reformation Sunday is a
reminder that the bedrock of our faith is the grace
and mercy given to us in Jesus Christ.

FAMILY FUN NIGHT!

Wy
&

This ministry for families with younger children is a
fun evening where folks with kiddos, grand kiddos,
nieces, nephews, etc., and their friends can come
together for dinner, games, and faith-talk to bless
children and the folks who love them. The evening
begins with a yummy supper, followed by some fun-n-
games geared for kiddos and the young at heart.

Bring friends and family
and join us for our monthly
Family Fun Nights at Wooden
Cross. The next Friday date
will be announced soon.

Everyone is invited. If you don’t have children,
come and get to know some, and become an
encouragement for some lovely parents. This is a
great opportunity for our congregation to connect with,
laugh, and encourage children and their parents.
If you have any questions, contact Pastor Eric, Jana

Griffith, or Nicole Ralston.

2025

2026
LEADERSHIP Q-
The Nomination Committee and °om (\

Council have begun securing the-Fn
e

nominees for open elected leadership

positions on the Ministry and Mission 0

Committees—Worship & Formation,v

Christian Response, Christian U
Connection, and the Finance Team for 0 "‘
the year 2026. |

Nominees will be found in the willingness of
members to commit their time and talents to leadership
roles, and to active participation in ministries of special
interest—around the abilities and talents they have to
share.

The Nomination Committee has the responsibility to
prepare the ballot of nominees for election at the
Annual Meeting and Brunch, on Sunday, January 18,
2026. If you would like to serve on a committee,
please contact: Blaine Wastell or Doug Pearman.

CHRISTIAN RESPONSE
AUTUMN Foob DR

The Christian
Committee’s Autumn Food Drive §
through Sunday,

Response

continues
October 19.

The committee alternates the

food collection drives between the
Maltby Food Bank and the Woodinville Storehouse.
The Fall collection will be for the Woodinville
Storehouse.  (For more information visit: https://
www.woodinvillestorehouse.org/about)

The most needed items are pasta sauce, canned
fruit, Hamburger Helper, cereal, oatmeal, canned chili
or ravioli, peanut butter, Rice-a-Roni, bagged rice (1-2
Ib bags), canned soup, full size toiletries—(not sample
or hotel sized but also not jumbo Costco size)

Many of their clients live in small homes with
limited storage and they ask that no large bulk items
are donated (such as Costco-size bags of rice.) Costco
multi-packs work fine. Thank you for your donations.


https://www.woodinvillestorehouse.org/about
https://www.woodinvillestorehouse.org/about
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3 4
9-2:45 9-2:45 9-2:45
Acorn Montessori Acorn Montessori Acorn Montessori
10:00a
Adult Bible Study 4:00-5:00p
5:00-9:00p Facility Handbells
Use: WGC 7:30p
(Sanctuary) Choir Rehearsal
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
9:00 Community Prayer 9-2:45 9-2:45 9-2:45 9-2:45 9-2:45
10:00 Worship Service Acorn Montessori | Acorn Montessori Acorn Montessori Acorn Montessori Acorn Montessori
Fellowship Host-Christian 10:00a 11:00-3:00 Quilters
Connection Adult Bible Study
11:30-3:00 Quilting & Brown Bag 4:00-5:00p
Lunch 7:00p AA 7-9 p Boy Scouts Handbells
1:30-4:00p Facility Use: ESUPA 7:00p 7:30p
Church Council Choir Rehearsal
12 Stewardship Kickoff! | 13 14 15 16 17 18
9:00 Community Prayer 9-2:45 9-2:45 9-2:45 9-2:45 No Acorn 10:00-4:00
10:00 Worship Service Acorn Montessori | Acorn Montessori Acorn Montessori Acorn Montessori Montessori Teacher | Lutherwood
Fellowship Host- 10:00a Professional Day Work Day
Adult Bible Study o
Temple Talk #1 4:00-5:00p Auction Donation | 4:00-6:00
LWR Quilt Display Handbells Forms Due Today! | Lutherwood
1:30-4:00p Facility Use: ESUPA | 7:00p AA 7-9 p Boy Scouts 7:30p Oktoberfest
7:00p Worship Zoom | Choir Rehearsal
19 20 21 22 23 24
. . 9-2:45 Staff Vacation Day | Staff Vacation Day | Staff Vacation Day | No Acorn
9j00 Comm.umty P_rayer Acorn Montessori | 9-2:45 9-2:45 9-2:45 Montessori
10:00 Worship Service . . .
) ) Acorn Montessori Acorn Montessori Acorn Montessori Parent-Teacher
Fellowship Host- Quilters . A .
i ; 10:00a 11:00-3:00 Quilters Conferences
LWR Quilt Blessing . . .
on o Auction Items Adult Bible Study 5:30p
11:30-3:00 Quilting / N5
; Due Today! 4:00-5:00p Holy Guacamole!
LWR Packing . .
) - - ) Handbells Fiesta Auction
1:30-4:00p Facility Use: ESUPA | . . .
7:00p AA 7:30p & Dinner
November Newsletter 7-9 p Boy Scouts Choir Rehearsal
Articles Due! p B0y
26 Reformation Sunday | 27 28 29 30 31 NOV 1
9:00 Community Prayer 9-2:45 9-2:45 9-2:45 9-2:45 9-2:45
10:00 Worship Service Acorn Montessori | Acorn Montessori Acorn Montessori Acorn Montessori Acorn Montessori
Fellowship Host- Pumpkin Carving 10:00a

Christian Response
Temple Talk #2
1:30-4:00p Facility Use: ESUPA

7:00p AA

(Fellowship Hall)

7-9 p Boy Scouts

Adult Bible Study

4:00-5:00p
Handbells
7:30p

Choir Rehearsal

LWR Ingathering
October 31 & November 1




