
make?” that are all perfectly human to ask. How 

might you answer these? In truth my answers 

may sound quite different than yours and lets 

face it in the moment someone were to ask “you” 

how “you” answer these… they frankly don’t give 

a rip how I might answer these questions.  

So how might you answer these very human 

questions… how have you answered these for your own 

sake and what language seems best to describe your 

own answers? … that is the homework here class :) 

Spend time contemplating and praying about these 

“human” questions… It might seem tough when you first 

engage with them. But I can nearly guarantee that to 

spend time honestly studying and praying and engaging 

Scripture and conversing with others on these deep 

questions you WILL find your faith growing and 

deepening. God meets us in our depths and we come to 

discover how it is there in our deep places that he 

abides and has set up camp as he has promised. And to 

know him in those deepest places of question is to also 

know him in the simply profound as well… to rest in the 

simple rhythm of “Jesus loves me this I know.. for the 

“And I myself have seen and have testified that 

this is the Son of God.”  ~ John (the Baptizer) 

John 1:34 

Dearest friends in Christ… could it be that 

sharing Jesus with our friends, neighbors, family and co-

workers could be no more complex than what you see 

above? There could certainly be more, but deep down at 

it’s heart is it not simply this?  

To tell another… “I” have seen and now speak of what 

“I” have seen as the truth… that Jesus is God’s Son sent 

into the world to do what God sought to do.  I am not here 

to argue… I am not here to debate you… I am simply 

saying what I’ve seen to be real. The sky IS blue… Jesus 

IS the Son of God. 

With this… a person may believe you or not… they might 

ask you questions what you mean by all that you have 

said… They might assume they know what you are saying 

based on other things they have heard before though it 

might not be what you are now saying to them… There 

could be questions seeking answers you do not have (yet) 

nor may have ever fully considered before. Evangelism 

doesn’t require comprehensive answers to everything 

and there is no shame in admitting when we do not have 

an answer for them… but we are enjoined by Scripture to 

always be ready to give an account for our faith… to give 

our own account for why we are saying the same thing 

John says… that “I have seen and testify that Jesus is the 

Son of God.”  

Often though there are what we might call “human” 

questions involved in this too… things like “so what?” and 

“what good does this do?” and “what difference does that 
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Wooden Cross is a welcoming, Christ-centered community  believing in grace and  living in faith and service. 
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Let’s accept our freedom to give generously, 

and our responsibility to be good stewards of 

all God’s gifts. 

2025 Local Giving Budget 

Weekly Average Goal:  $4,812 
 

MAY Week 1: $2,391 

 Week 2: $2,134 

 Week 3: $3,836 

 Week 4: $1,613 

   $9,975 

 Weekly Average:  $2,494 

 

JUN Week 1: $6,815 

 Week 2: $2,185 

 Week 3: $9,160 

 Week 4: $2,630 

   $20,790 

 Weekly Average:  $5,198 

Thank you! 

P a s t o r a l  C a r e  

If you or your family have any health 

concerns needing prayer, or a pastoral 

contact or visit, please call or email the 

church office.  Thank you. 

B i b l e  S t u d y  

God calls us to grow in faith.  Members and 

friends are invited to grow in their relationships 

with God.  A book of the Bible is selected to read 

and study together over several weeks to give it 

full exploration.   

On Wednesday mornings beginning at 10:00 AM  Pr. Eric will 

lead Adult Bible Study (in-person and online via Zoom).  You are 

welcome to join us!  Bring a willing heart. We will till the soil. God 

brings the growth.   
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P a s t o r ’ s  M e s s a g e   
Continued from page 1 

Wooden Cross members and 

friends are inviting to share their 

talents as musicians, vocalists and 

performers during the worship 

services throughout the Summer 

months, beginning in mid-May.   

If you play an instrument, sing or dance, please 

sign up on the narthex table.  Both soloists and groups 

are welcomed and encouraged.    

S p e c i a l  m u s i c  

You are invited to join us after the 

worship service in the Fellowship Hall for 

coffee and fellowship.  Weekly volunteers 

are needed to make and serve the 

coffee, and to tidy and load the 

dishwasher afterwards.  If you’d like to help, the sign 

up is on the narthex table.  Thank you. 

C o f f e e  F e l l o w s h i p  

The Wooden Cross Quilter’s 

Group continue to make beautiful 

quilts for Lutheran World Relief.   

You are invited to join us (see 

calendar on the bulletin board for Sunday and 

Thursday dates and times). Bring a sewing machine, or 

just come and help cut and assemble fabric.  Come 

and reconnect with friends, or make new ones!   

Q u i l t e r ’ s  G r o u p  

Bible tells me so.”  

Faith and witness are simply what they are… a trust 

that what God says to us is true and then to simply 

state the fact as we know it… Jesus loves you and me 

as the Bible say… He is the Son of God… What He says 

is true (kind of comes with being God.) The sky is blue… 

Jesus is the Son of God. Simple as that. 

May God help you in your pondering, praying and 

reading His Word. May you come to see Jesus as He is 

and may God grant you opportunity and voice to speak 

what you see to be true. 

In Christ and In peace 

revEric 

Wooden Cross is a caring, 

giving, church.  Lutheran World 

Relief is one of our avenues of 

benevolence.  We have donated many personal care 

kits, school kits, as well as quilts.   

 Lutheran World Relief's (LWR) "Faith in Action" 

initiative encompasses its commitment to addressing 

global poverty and crises through a variety of activities, 

including disaster relief, sustainable development, and 

advocacy. "Faith in Action" at Lutheran World Relief is 

about translating faith into concrete actions that make 

a difference in the lives of others, both locally and 

globally. In 2024 LWR donations and supplies were 

sent to areas of the United States for the first time. 

LWR Faith in Action reports that 60,465 quilts; 

48,561 personal care kits; and 9,494 school kits, 

along with baby care and fabric kits were distributed to 

Florida, North Carolina, and Tennessee to those in 

need after the hurricanes in those areas.   

For more information on LWR’s Faith in Action 

Program, visit https://lwr.org/FIA.  Check it out and be 

humbled and amazed at what God can do with our 

gifts. 

L W R   

F a i t h  i n  A c t i o n  



National Night Out is an annual 

community-building campaign that 

promotes police-community partnerships 

and neighborhood camaraderie—making our 

neighborhoods safer, more caring places to 

live.  

National Night Out enhances the relationship 

between neighbors and law enforcement, while 

bringing back a true sense of community.  It also 

provides a great opportunity to bring police and 

neighbors together under positive circumstances.   

Millions of neighbors from communities across  

all fifty states take part in National Night 

Out.  Neighborhoods host block parties, 

festivals, cookouts and various other 

community events with safety 

demonstrations, seminars, youth events, 

visits from emergency personnel, exhibits 

and much, much more.  Together, we are 

making communities safer, more caring places to live.   

Wooden Cross will host a National Night Out on Tuesday, 

August 5, 3:00-5:00 PM.  You are invited to bring your family and 

friends and join us for the festivities.  Contact person:  Bonnie 

Madsen.  

C o m i n g  i n  A u g u s t !  

N a t i o n a l  N i g h t  O u t  

You are invited to join us for Holy 

Guacamole!  Fiesta & Fundraiser 

Auction on Saturday, October 25.  This 

family-friendly event is a wonderful 

occasion to relax, visit, and enjoy a 

meal with friends.  This lively evening  is 

a great opportunity for you to invite your neighbors, 

relatives and friends.  The Fiesta & Fundraiser 

auction will have spirited bidding, food and music.  

There will be a Silent and  Live Auction, with variety 

of items for ALL ages!    

You can help by donating Items!  There are many 

ways of donating.  Consider re-gifting a new item; 

contact businesses you have a relationship with for a 

donation or gift certificate; consider 

offering a service, or baking a special 

dish.   Donation forms are available on 

the entrance table.   

Proceeds from the Auction will support 

Acres of Diamonds, Maltby Food Bank, Habitat for 

Humanity, and Boy Scouts of America.   

The annual auction is sponsored in part by 

Thrivent Financial. We appreciate your continued 

support and participation! 

Carla Peterson and Peggy Reiber 

2025 Auction Co-Coordinators 

H o l y  G u a c a m o l e — F i e s t a  &  F u n d r a i s e r !  

Bring friends and family and join us 

for Family Fun Night on Friday, July 18, at 

5:30 PM at Wooden Cross.   

We are continuing our ministry for 

families with younger children—creating a 

fun evening where folks with kiddos, grand kiddos, 

nieces, nephews, etc., and their friends can come 

together for dinner, games, and faith-talk to bless 

children and the folks who love them.   

The evening will begin with a yummy supper 

followed by some fun-n-games geared for kiddos and 
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the young at heart—perhaps even Bingo!   

Kid-less? Well come and get to know 

some, and become an encouragement for 

some lovely parents.   

This is a great opportunity for our congregation to 

connect with, laugh, and encourage children and their 

parents.  If you think can make it, please sign up on 

the entrance table by Sunday, July 13 (so we can 

better plan for supper.)  If you have any questions, 

contact Pastor Eric, Jana Griffith, or Nicole Ralston.   

J u l y  F a m i l y  F u n  N i g h t !  
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  9:00 Community Prayer 

10:00 Worship Service   
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  9:00 Community Prayer 

10:00 Worship Service   
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                  Brown Bag Lunch 
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5:30p  
Family Fun Night! 
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10:00 Worship Service   
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23 
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Adult Bible Study 
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6:30-9:30p 

Theater Group  
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  9:00 Community Prayer 

10:00 Worship Service   
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                  Brown Bag Lunch 
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6:30-9:30p 
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7-9 p Boy Scouts 

30 
10:00a  
Adult Bible Study 
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Theater Group  
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11:00-3:00 Quilters 

 

 

6:30-9:30p 
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