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Wooden Cross is a welcoming, Christ-centered community  believing in grace and  living in faith and service. 
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Even Better Than We Had Hoped 

 A few years ago, before we moved to Woodinville 

from Redmond, early on a Sunday morning, as the sun was 

beginning to break through the clouds, I was walking our 

dogs to the top of the street with the hope of getting some 

vigorous exercise in for all of us. However, as we neared 

the intersection, we saw that there were men there with 

flashlights searching the pavement, and marking the 

street with paint. “You cannot go through here,” the officer 

said. “There has been an accident.” The next day we 

learned that a car had skidded off the road and into the 

ravine. The driver had not survived. A homemade white 

cross went up a week later with his name on it, and the 

date of the accident.  

 This was not the morning walk we had hoped for. 

 Heavy with grief, two of Jesus’ disciples were 

slowly walking along the road on Easter evening when a 

stranger (who later is revealed to be the risen Christ) 

comes up alongside them and asks what’s going on. The 

two men describe the crucifixion and burial of Jesus with a 

final outcry, “We expected things to be different.”  

 This is not what they had hoped for. 

 As people who live our lives trusting in the 

powerful presence of God to protect us, we have a 

problem. The problem is not that we suffer from life-

shattering events. The problem is that even after we know 

about the death of the Christ of God on a cross, even after 

we have been told about the grave being found empty, we 

still expect God to give us what we had to hoped for. To 

heal what has broken. To bring back to life what has failed. 

To make us young again, and strong, and exciting, and full 

of love. And we are surprised when God does not do these 

things. 

 “How foolish you are,” Jesus said to the two men. 

“And how slow of heart to believe.”  And then he goes on to 

teach them about the way that God chooses to deal with 

what goes wrong within God’s good creation. Beginning 

with Moses and the prophets, all through the Old 

Testament story of God’s relationship with Israel, all 

through the New Testament story of the gift of a redeeming 

Christ and a guiding Holy Spirit, and ending with the “end-

of-all-things” at the close of the ages—God’s way has 

always been to stand with those who suffer, to go through 

it with them, rather than to stay above them and 

manipulate their lives. This is the truth that the two 

disciples on the road said, “burned in their hearts,” when 

they heard it.  

          The way that God makes things different is not to 

take hard times away. The way that God makes things 

different is, and always has been, to let them die, and 

then to bring something new to life, something better 

than we had hoped. 

Good Cheer  

Pr. Jim 
  



WOODEN CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
17401 198th Avenue NE 

Woodinville, Washington  98077 

(corner of 198th and Woodinville/Duvall Road) 

Sunday Worship ..........................................................................  10:00 AM 
 

Church .................................................................................... 425-788-3626  

Church Office Hours .................................... Mon.-Thurs, 7:30 AM—2:00 PM  

Church Email .................................................. woodencrosslc@gmail.com 

Website ...................................................... www.WeAreWoodenCross.org 
 

Pastor Office Hours ........ Mon 10-2PM; Wed 11-2PM; and by appointment 

Pastor Email ..................................................... jameskruse814@gmail.com 
 

Pastor ............................................................................................ Jim Kruse 

Secretary / Bookkeeper ........................................................ Tricia Gensman 

Music Director / Organist .............................................................. Seung Lee 

Altar Guild Coordinator ................................................................. Jone Vrhel 

C h u r c h  

C o u n c i l   

 

  

  
 
 
 
 

Let’s accept our freedom to give generously, 

and our responsibility to be good stewards of 

all God’s gifts. 

2026 Local Giving Budget 

Weekly Average Goal:  $xxxxxx 
 

FEB Week 1: $6,725 

 Week 2: $6,820 

 Week 3: $835 

   $14,380 

 Weekly Average:  $4,793 

 

MAR Week 1: $7,059 

 Week 2: $260 

 Week 3: $XXXXX 

 Week 4: $XXXX 

 Week 5: $XXXX 

   $xxxxxxx 

 Weekly Average:  $xxxx 

Thank you! 

P a s t o r a l  C a r e  

If you or your family have any health 

concerns needing prayer, or a pastoral 

contact or visit, please call or email the 

church office.  Thank you. 

B i b l e  S t u d y  

God calls us to grow in faith.  Members and 

friends are invited to grow in their relationships 

with God.  A book of the Bible is selected to read 

and study together over several weeks to give it 

full exploration.   

On Wednesday mornings beginning at 10:00 AM  Pr. Jim will 

lead Adult Bible Study (in-person and online via Zoom).  You are 

welcome to join us!  Bring a willing heart. We will till the soil. God 

brings the growth.   
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Doug Pearman ........................................... President 

Blaine Wastell .................................... Vice President 

Peter Marschalk ....................... Secretary/Treasurer 

Art Hammersberg........................... Council Member 

Nancy Van Dalsem......................... Council Member 

Carolyn Gross ................................. Council Member 

Nancy Strand ................................. Council Member 
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Maundy Thursday  Worship Service 

April 2, 7:00 PM 
 

Good Friday  Worship Service 

April 3, 7:00 PM 
 

Easter Sunday, April 5 

Easter Potluck Brunch, 8:30 AM 

Festival Worship Service, 10:00 AM 

 

Members and friends  

are invited to bring family 

neighbors and friends to the 

Easter Potluck Brunch on 

Sunday, April 5 at 8:30 AM, 

before the worship service 

at 10:00 AM.    

If you’d like to bring a dish to share, or volunteer 

to help, the Easter Brunch sign-up is on the narthex 

table.    

E a s t e r  P o t l u c k  

B r u n c h  

The Annual Wooden Cross 

Garage Sale will be Friday, April 

24 and Saturday, April 25.  A BIG 

thank you to Pati McGraw for 

coordinating this year’s Garage 

Sale.   

Volunteers are also needed to help with set up 

during the week; cashiering and assisting shoppers 

and clean up on Saturday.  If you can help, please sign 

up at the entrance table.   

Garage Sale items may be brought to the church 

after Easter through Monday, April 20.  Items will be 

collected and stored in the classroom across from the 

Nursery.  If you have smaller items you’d like to donate 

please bring them in a box with a lid, or one that can 

be closed and stacked.  Please do not bring computers 

or monitors—as these items do not sell.  Proceeds from 

the Garage Sale will support Wooden Cross missions, 

ministries and projects.   

A n n u a l   

G a r a g e  S a l e !   

 

God Recycles— 

He made you from dust.  

G r a c e  &  g i g g l e s  

From the Christian Connection Committee : 

 

We give thanks and celebrated the wonderful and 

delicious St. Patrick’s Day Brunch, along with the 

meaningful fellowship it provided for all who 

attended. 

 

Like wise, we were grateful to have supported and 

enjoyed the thoughtful Lenten Soup Suppers and 

worship services lead by Pr. Jim each Wednesday.  

 

Looking ahead: 

Easter Brunch  

The committee will gather on Saturday, April 4, to 

decorate for the Easter Brunch. We eagerly 

anticipate the many food contributions (please see 

the sign-up sheet on the front table) and the spirit of 

fellowship our congregation will share on Sunday, 

April 5 starting at 8:30am.   

 

Our April meeting is planned for April 12 at 5:o00PM. 

All are welcome to attend, Hope to see you there.  

C h r i s t i a n  

C o n n e c t i o n  

C o m m i t t e e   
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It’s time to make some music!  

And the Wooden Cross Choir is 

ready to start singing again!    

Organist and Music Director, Seung 

Lee will lead the choir.  

Why not add more music to your life and consider 

joining the choir!  All voices welcome—particularly 

sopranos!  The Wooden Cross Choir rehearses on 

Thursday evenings at 7:30 PM.            

J o i n  t h e  C h o i r !  

You are invited to join us after the 

worship service in the Fellowship Hall for 

coffee and fellowship.  Weekly volunteers 

are needed to make and serve the 

coffee, and to tidy and load the 

dishwasher afterwards.  If you’d like to help, the sign 

up is on the narthex table.  Thank you. 

C o f f e e  F e l l o w s h i p  

Wooden Cross church services are 

available on a YouTube LiveStream 

Channel.  You can watch our Sunday 

morning worship services online, as 

well as see any of the previous broadcasted services.   

Visit our church website—WeAreWoodenCross.org, 

and click on the streaming link.  Be sure to “subscribe” 

to receive ongoing notifications of upcoming streams, 

as well as access to archived services that you missed 

or have chosen to watch later.   

Through this technology we are able to expand our 

ministry anywhere in the world and let people learn 

more about us and our ministry.  Join us as we 

Connect, Grow in faith, and Serve in our communities, 

following Jesus and helping others do the same!   

O n l i n e  W o r s h i p  

The Wooden Cross congregation works together with others for sufficient, sustainable livelihood for 

all.  Our ministry and mission partners include:    

Acres of Diamonds. .................................................... https://www.acresofdiamonds.org/ 

Camp Lutherwood ...................................................... http://www.camplutherwood.org/ 

Compass Housing Alliance ......................................... https://www.compasshousingalliance.org/ 

Earth Ministry. ............................................................. https://earthministry.org/ 

Foss Home & Village . ................................................. http://www.fosscare.org/ 

Habitat for Humanity. ................................................. https://www.habitat.org/ 

Holden Village.. ........................................................... http://www.holdenvillage.org/ 

Hopelink Food Bank. .................................................. https://www.hopelink.org/ 

Lutheran Campus Ministry.. ....................................... https://www.lutheransnw.org/campus-ministry 

Lutheran Community Services Northwest  ................ https://lcsnw.org/ 

Lutheran World Relief  ................................................ https://lwr.org/ 

Maltby Food Bank  ...................................................... http://www.maltbyfoodbank.org/ 

Seattle-Limbe Sewing Circle. ..................................... https://www.seattlelimbe.org/   

F r i e n d s  i n  M i n i s t r y  

The Wooden Cross Quilter’s 

Group continue to make beautiful 

quilts for Lutheran World Relief.   

You are invited to join us (see 

calendar on the bulletin board for Sunday and 

Thursday dates and times). Bring a sewing machine, or 

just come and help cut and assemble fabric.  Come 

and reconnect with friends, or make new ones!   

Q u i l t e r ’ s  G r o u p  
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

  
 
  
  

  
  

    1 
9-2:45  Acorn 
Montessori   
8:30-12:00 Facility 
Use: WGC Meeting 
(Sanctuary) 
10:00a Adult Bible 
Study 

2 
9-2:45  Acorn 
Montessori   
4:15-5:15p Hand 
Bells 
 7:00p Maundy 
Thursday Worship 
Service  

3 
9-2:45  Acorn 
Montessori   
 
 
7:00p  Good 
Friday Worship 
Service  

4 
  

5 EASTER SUNDAY! 

  8:30 Easter Brunch 

10:00 Easter Service  
Special Music: Choir & 
Handbells  

1:30-4:00p Facility Use: ESUPA 
 
 

6 
No Acorn Montessori  
Spring Break 

Garage Sale  

Donations 

Accepted Through 

April 20 

 
7:00p AA 

7    
No Acorn Montessori  
Spring Break 
 
 
  
7-9 p Boy Scouts  
  
  

8 
No Acorn Montessori  
Spring Break 
 
10:00a Adult Bible 
Study 
 
7:00P CHURCH 
COUNCIL 

9 
No Acorn Montessori  
Spring Break 
 
4:15-5:15p Hand 
Bells 
 
7:30p Choir 
Rehearsal 

10 
No Acorn 
Montessori  Spring 
Break 
  
 
 
 
  

11 
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 

12                                   
 9:00 Community Prayer 
10:00 Worship Service    
Fellowship Host-Christian 
Connection 
11:30-3:00 Quilting & Brown 
Bag Lunch 
1:30-4:00p Facility Use: ESUPA 
5:00p Christian Connection 
Comm. Mtg.  

13 
9-2:45  Acorn 
Montessori  

  
 
 
 

7:00p AA 
  

14 
9-2:45  Acorn 
Montessori  
 
  
 
 
7-9 p Boy Scouts 
  
  
 

15 
9-2:45  Acorn 
Montessori  
 
10:00a Adult Bible 
Study 
 
 
  
 
 

16 
9-2:45  Acorn 
Montessori  
 
11:00-3:00 Quilters 
 
4:15-5:15p Hand 
Bells 
 
7:30p Choir 
Rehearsal 

17 
9-2:45  Acorn 
Montessori  
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 

18              
  
  

19                              
 9:00 Community Prayer 
10:00 Worship Service    
Fellowship Host-Worship  
Committee. 

11:00 Garage Sale Sanctuary 

Clearing 

1:30-4:00p Facility Use: ESUPA 
MAY news articles due TODAY! 

20        
9-2:45  Acorn 
Montessori  
 

10:00 Garage Sale  

Set Up & Pricing 

 
7:00p AA 
  

21    
9-2:45  Acorn 
Montessori   

10:00 Garage Sale  

Set Up & Pricing 

 6:30p Worship 
Meeting (Fellowship 
Hall) 
7-9 p Boy Scouts 

22                   
9-2:45  Acorn 
Montessori   
 
10:00a  Adult Bible 
Study 
 

 10:00 Garage Sale  

Set Up & Pricing 

23                
9-2:45  Acorn 
Montessori  

10:00 Garage Sale 

Set Up & Pricing 

4:15-5:15p Hand 
Bells 
7:30p Choir 
Rehearsal 

24                       
9-2:45  Acorn 
Montessori   
 

GARAGE SALE 

9:00-4:00  

 
 
 

25 

 

GARAGE 

SALE 

9:00-11:00  

  

  

 

26                                         
 9:00 Community Prayer 
10:00 Worship Service   
Fellowship Host-Property 
Committee 
 
11:30-3:00 Quilting & Brown 
Bag Lunch 
 
 
1:30-4:00p Facility Use: ESUPA 

27  
9-2:45  Acorn 
Montessori  
  
 
 
7:00p AA 

28  
9-2:45  Acorn 
Montessori   
 
 
 
7-9 p Boy Scouts 

29                  
9-2:45  Acorn 
Montessori   
 
10:00a  Adult Bible 
Study 
  
 
  

30                
9-2:45  Acorn 
Montessori  
 
11:00-3:00 Quilters 
 
4:15-5:15p Hand 
Bells 
 
7:30p Choir 
Rehearsal 

  
 

  
 


