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 Greetings Wooden Cross, 

Once again we find ourselves in a pastoral 

transition. I’d like to give you some background on the 

process the Synod has adopted to make certain we have 

a pastor to cover our basic needs, and someone to work 

with us through the transition process. 

The model constitution for congregations of the 

ELCA provides that in the absence of a called pastor, the 

Synod bishop is directly responsible for the pastoral care 

of a congregation. This means that the bishop will 

appoint a team comprised of a Care Pastor and a 

Transition Facilitator, to help to provide that care since 

the Bishop would be practically unable to be in every 

congregation during a pastoral vacancy.  

Bishop Shelley Wee and her Assistant, Rev. Andy 

Yee met with our Council at our December meeting. At 

that meeting, the Council and the Bishop discussed the 

present circumstances of the congregation and what 

finances are available for transition partners. This initial 

meeting with the Bishop and her Assistant immediately 

began the work to identify and recommend a care 

pastor/team. 

The congregation and care pastor together will:  

 Establish the terms, goals and expectations of the 

transition period and will evaluate those goals 

regularly during the interim period.  

 Prepare for the arrival of the new pastor yet to be 

called.  

 Seek to affirm and identify current issues facing the 

congregation and develop ways to address them.  

 Strengthen the congregation’s linkages with the 

cluster, synod, region, and the ELCA.  

 Subscribe to the constitution and bylaws of the ELCA 

and to the constitution and bylaws of the NWWA 

Synod as well as the congregation’s own constitution 

and bylaws.  

The care pastor will:  

 Preach and teach the word of God.  

 Preside at worship and administer the sacraments 

according to the practice of the ELCA.  

 Provide pastoral care to all members of the parish 

according to its identified needs.  

 Pray for the congregation and its members.  

 Give pastoral leadership at meetings, activities and 

organizations of the congregation. 

continued on page 4 
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Pastor Office Hours .....................................................................................  

Pastor Email .................................................................................................  
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Special Music ............................................................... Ensemble Musicians 
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Peter Marschalk ....................... Secretary/Treasurer 

Art Hammersberg ........................... Council Member 

Nancy Van Dalsem ......................... Council Member 

Carolyn Gross ................................. Council Member 

Nancy Strand ................................. Council Member 

 

  

  
 
 
 
 

Let’s accept our freedom to give generously, 

and our responsibility to be good stewards of 

all God’s gifts. 

2026 Local Giving Budget 

Weekly Average Goal:  $2,918 
 

JAN Week 1: $11,579 

 Week 2: $2,629 

 Week 3: $3,111 

 Week 4: $2,589 

   $19,910 

 Weekly Average:  $4,978 

 

FEB Week 1: $6,725 

   $6,725 

 Weekly Average:  $6,725 

 

Thank you! 
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You are invited to join us for our Ash 

Wednesday Service on February 18 at 7:00 

PM.    

A s h  W e d n e s d a y  

S e r v i c e  

L e n t  D i n n e r  D i s c u s s i o n  

You are invited to join us for our Lenten 

Dinner Discussions on Wednesday evenings, 

beginning February 25, from 6:00-7:00 PM 

in the Fellowship Hall.  The pastor will lead 

the weekly devotional conversations. 

As part of the Lenten Dinner 

Discussions, we are seeking people who can help 

supply a simple meal of soup and bread.  There 

will be a sign-up on the narthex table for those 

who can help with this.  Thank you.  May God bless us in this 

season of growing in Christ Jesus our Lord.    
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Wooden Cross church services are 

available on a YouTube LiveStream 

Channel.  You can watch our Sunday 

morning worship services online, as 

well as see any of the previous broadcasted services.  

Visit our church website—WeAreWoodenCross.org, and 

click on the streaming link.  Be sure to “subscribe” to 

receive ongoing notifications of upcoming streams, as 

well as access to archived services that you missed or 

have chosen to watch later.   

Through this technology we are able to expand our 

ministry anywhere in the world and let people learn 

more about us and our ministry.  Join us as we 

Connect, Grow in faith, and Serve in our communities, 

following Jesus and helping others do the same!   

O n l i n e  W o r s h i p  

You are invited to join us after the 

worship service in the Fellowship Hall for 

coffee and fellowship.  Weekly volunteers 

are needed to make and serve the 

coffee, and to tidy and load the 

dishwasher afterwards.  If you’d like to help, the sign 

up is on the narthex table.  Thank you. 

C o f f e e  F e l l o w s h i p  

The Wooden Cross Quilter’s 

Group continue to make beautiful 

quilts for Lutheran World Relief.  You 

are invited to join us (see calendar 

on the bulletin board for Sunday and Thursday dates 

and times). Bring a sewing machine, or just come and 

help cut and assemble fabric.  Come and reconnect 

with friends, or make new ones!   

Q u i l t e r ’ s  G r o u p  

God calls us to grow in faith.  

Members and friends are invited to 

grow in their relationships with God.  

Come and join us for a participant-led 

Bible Study on Wednesday mornings at 10:00 AM  A 

book of the Bible is selected to read and study together 

over several weeks.   

W e d n e s d a y   

B i b l e  S t u d y  

As we prepare for the Super 

Bowl Festivities, the youth of our 

nation are gearing up for Souper 

Bowl of Caring on Sunday, 

February 8.  It all began with a 

simple prayer:  “Lord, even as we enjoy the Super Bowl 

game, help us be mindful of those who are without a 

bowl of soup to eat.” 

Scouts from Troop #422 challenge you to be part 

of our “team” to stamp out hunger!  Our goal is to fill 

the shelves at the Maltby Food Bank!  We need you, to 

bring your “A” game by donating non-perishable food 

items or monetary donations.   

So now it is time for you to gear up and make the 

big play in support of those in need!  The collection will 

be February 8-28. Thank you for participating in this 

team effort!  Thank you! 

G e t  R e a d y  t o   

T a c k l e  H u n g e r !  

Scout Sunday is a day to 

recognize the contributions of 

young people and adults in the 

Scouting program.   

Scout Sunday will be celebrated at Wooden Cross 

on Sunday, February 8 during the worship service.  All 

past and present Scouters—adults and young people—

are encouraged to wear their uniforms or scouting pins 

in support of Scout Sunday.  

S c o u t  S u n d a y !  

It’s time to make some 

music!  And the Wooden Cross 

Choir is ready to start singing 

again!    Organist and Music 

Director, Seung Lee will lead the 

choir.  

Why not add more music to your life and consider 

joining the choir!  All voices welcome—particularly 

sopranos!  The Wooden Cross Choir rehearses on 

Thursday evenings at 7:30 PM.            

J o i n  t h e  C h o i r !  



 Will encourage the congregation in the total 

ministry of the ELCA. 

 Be responsible for the appropriate recording of 

baptisms, confirmations, marriages, funerals, 

and membership rosters and the timely reporting 

to the ELCA of the congregation’s statistics.  

 Assist the transition team and call committee in 

the tasks of preparing for and calling a new 

pastor without exerting influence on the call 

itself.  

 Help the congregation to identify its mission as 

people of God in this specific congregation.  

The congregation will:  

 Commit itself to the gospel by faithful 

participation in worship, learning, and fellowship 

activities.  

 Receive the care pastor as a messenger of Jesus 

Christ, sent by God to serve   people with the 

Gospel of hope and salvation.  

 Pray for the care pastor and his/her family, 

striving to live together in the peace and unity of 

Christ for the sake of the gospel.  

 Honor the leadership of the care pastor in 

presiding at baptisms, funerals, weddings and 

other Rites of the Church. 

The Council, Executive Committee or an 

appointed leadership group will meet the partner(s), 

check to see if it is a good fit, and agree on the 

working arrangements and compensation.  That 

agreement serves as the affirmation of the Bishop’s 

appointment. 

The Transition Facilitator will encourage and 

assist the congregation to do the work of transition.  

Experience throughout the church has taught us that 

the transition period can be a time ripe for problem-

solving, corporate renewal, reaffirmation of faith, 

planning, and preparing for new leadership, both lay 

and clergy. 

Okay, this is a lot of words on the process. Where 

are we now? 

On Sunday February 8, Pastor Nisar Stephen will 

preside. Pr. Stephen is an approved candidate for the 

ELCA roster, serves as a full-time chaplain at a 

hospital at the south end of our Synod, and the Synod 

is working with him to try to get a first call. 

On Sunday February 15, Pastor Jim Kruse will 

preside. Pastor Kruse is a candidate for our Care 

Pastor position. The Executive Committee met with 

Pr. Kruse on January 29 and he is a great fit. He and 

his wife live in Saybrook—a mere 8-minute drive from 

Wooden Cross. He has over 40 years of pastoral 

experience, most recently serving the Synod in 

transition and legacy ministries. He wants to meet us 

on February 15th to make certain it is a good fit. 

On Thursday February 12, the Executive 

Committee will meet with Pastor Erik Samuelson, a 

candidate for Transition Facilitator. Pr. Erik has been 

a very good partner with the Synod in helping several 

congregations do some intentional transition work.  

He actually sees it as a major part of his calling right 

now. He brings many gifts including being a certified 

coach. I look forward to finalizing our transition team. 

Yours in Christ, 

Doug Pearman 

Congregation President   
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

         
 
 
 
  
  

  
  
 
  
 
 

 
 
  

1                          
  9:00 Community Prayer 
10:00 Worship Service   
          Fellowship Host-________ 
 1:30-4:00p Facility Use: ESUPA 
 
 
 
  
 

2 
9-2:45   
Acorn Montessori  
  
 
 
  
6:30-9:00   
Theater Group 
7:00p AA 

3    
9-2:45   
Acorn Montessori  
 
 
 
6:30-9:00   
Theater Group 
7-9 p Boy Scouts 
  

4 
9-2:45   
Acorn Montessori  
10:00a  
Adult Bible Study 
6:00p  
Facility Use: WGC  
(Sanctuary) 
6:30-9:00   
Theater Group 

5     
9-2:45   
Acorn Montessori  
 
4:15-5:15p Hand Bells 
 
6:30-9:00   
Theater Group 
7:30p Choir Rehearsal 
 

6    
9-2:45   
Acorn Montessori 
  
  
 
  
 
  
 

7     
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8             Souper Bowl of Caring 
Scout Sunday 

  9:00 Community Prayer 
10:00 Worship Service   

Nisar Stephen,  
Guest Pastor 
Fellowship Host-Quilters 

11:30-3:00 Quilting & Brown Bag 
Lunch 

1:00-3:00p Facility Use: ESUPA 
5:00p Christian Connection 

Comm. Mtg. 

9 
9-2:45   
Acorn Montessori  
 
 
 
  
6:30-9:00   
Theater Group 
7:00p AA 
  

10 
9-2:45   
Acorn Montessori  
 
  
 
 
6:30-9:00   
Theater Group 
7-9 p Boy Scouts 
  
 

11 
9-2:45   
Acorn Montessori  
9:00-10:00  
Fire Inspection 
10:00a  
Adult Bible Study 
6:30P  
CHURCH COUNCIL 
6:30-9:00   
Theater Group 
 

12 
9-2:45   
Acorn Montessori  
11:00-3:00 Quilters 
 
4:15-5:15p Hand Bells 
 
6:30-9:00   
Theater Group 
7:30p Choir Rehearsal 
 
 

13 
9-2:45   
Acorn Montessori  
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
 

14 
 
 

15                                                   
 
  9:00 Community Prayer 
10:00 Worship Service   

Pr. James Kruse  
Fellowship Host- 
Christian Response 

1:30-4:00p Facility Use: ESUPA 
 
MAR NEWS Article Due! 
  

16 
President’s Day  
Holiday 
 

Acorn Montessori  
Mid-Winter Break   
   
 
6:30-9:00   
Theater Group 
7:00p AA 

17 
Acorn Montessori  
Mid-Winter Break   
 
6:30p  
Worship Meeting  
(Fellowship Hall) 
6:30-9:00   
Theater Group 
7-9 p Boy Scouts 
 

18 
Acorn Montessori  
Mid-Winter Break   
10:00a  
Adult Bible Study 
  
 
6:30-9:00   
Theater Group 
7:00p   
ASH WEDNESDAY 

19 
Acorn Montessori  
Mid-Winter Break   
 
4:15-5:15p Hand Bells 
 
 
6:30-9:00   
Theater Group 
7:30p Choir Rehearsal 
 

20 
Acorn Montessori  
Mid-Winter Break   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 
 
 
 
  
  

22                                     Lent 1     
 

  9:00 Community Prayer 
10:00 Holden Prayer Worship 

Service 
Pr. James Kruse  
Fellowship Host- 
Worship Committee 

11:30-3:00 Quilting & Brown Bag 
Lunch 

1:30-4:00p Facility Use: ESUPA 

23 
9-2:45   
Acorn Montessori  
 
 
 
6:30-9:00   
Theater Group 
7:00p AA 

24 
9-2:45   
Acorn Montessori  
 
 
 
6:30-9:00   
Theater Group 
7-9 p Boy Scouts 
  

25 
9-2:45   
Acorn Montessori  
10:00a  
Adult Bible Study 
 
Lenten Study TBD 
6:30-9:00   
Theater Group 

26 
9-2:45   
Acorn Montessori  
11:00-3:00 Quilters 
 
4:15-5:15p Hand Bells 
6:30-9:00   
Theater Group 
7:30p Choir Rehearsal 
  

27 
9-2:45   
Acorn Montessori  

28 
9:00a-12:00p 
Re-Imagining  
Evangelism 
Our Savior’s 
LC, Everett  


