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Wooden Cross is a welcoming, Christ-centered community believing in grace and living in faith and service.

A MEssSAGE FROM THE PASTOR

Patching Together May

There is a low spot in the main road into our
subdivision that consistently collects rainwater. All
the cars that drive into the complex pound cracks
into the pavement where the freeze/thaw cycle of
winter chip away making the cracks bigger over time.
Every couple of months a King County maintenance
crew comes by and throws “cold patch” over these
tiny openings. Then small cars and oversized SUV’s,
gradually push the tar covered gravel aside, allowing
new potholes to take shape. What remains for public
admiration is a lovely patchwork of old and new
asphalt. It is really quite beautiful, in its own way.

It is this patchwork of old and new, tired and fresh,
that has my attention as we enter May. May is the
“patchwork” month for the life of a congregation.
The season of Easter is only half gone. As May
begins, we still have three more Sundays to
celebrate the glorious resurrection of Our Lord and
the Salvation of all things worked out on the cross.
Easter is the base fabric that holds May together.
Here are the Church and Culture patches we are
placing over Easter with this month.

Spring Flowers: The daffodils and crocus have been
pushing through the soil ever since Easter began,
but in May the flowering trees, bushes, and beds
explode onto the scene, announcing a
resurrection of their own. As the earth comes
alive, we are filled with gratitude for life, health,
family, and security. God is good!

Mother’'s Day (May 10t): Church and culture have
always found a way to honor the hard work of
parenting by raising up the tireless effort of

\ mothers. Robert Fulghum wrote about a

parishioner who approached him the Sunday
before Mother’'s Day and said, “I'm bringing my
mother to church next week. | don’t care what you
say in your sermon, but it better contain the word,
‘mother,” and it better be good.” That's about
right.

Pentecost (May 24t): One of the church’s high
festivals occurs on the fourth Sunday of May. The
Holy Spirit arrives to flood the church with energy,
courage, hope and faith. We put our faith in God
in Christ because of the Spirit's presence urging
us forward into God’s loving arms.

Memorial Day (May 25t): The nation sets aside a day

to pause and honor those who have sacrificed
their lives to protect and defend the core values
we all cherish: freedom, community, and service
to others. As the church, our values are in sync
with the national interest on this day. We pray
together on this day a prayer of thanksgiving for
those who died so we can live.
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\)
STEWARDS
OF GODY'S LOVE

Let’s accept our freedom to give generously,
and our responsibility to be good stewards of
all God'’s gifts.

2026 Local Giving Budget
Weekly Average Goal: $2,917
MAR Week 1: $7,059
Week 2: $260
Week 3: $1,025
Week 4: $345
Week 5: $290
$8,979
Weekly Average: $1,795
APR  Week 1: $8,554
Week 2: $2,866
Week 3: $1,531
Week 4: $7.105
$20,056
Weekly Average: $5,014

Thank you!
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BIBLE STUDY

COME JOIN OUR

E God calls us to grow in faith. Members
o and friends are invited to grow in their
dy relationships with God. A book of the Bible is

selected to read and study together over
several weeks to give it full exploration.

On Wednesday mornings beginning at 10:00 AM Pr. Jim
will lead Adult Bible Study (in-person and online via Zoom).
You are welcome to join us! Bring a willing heart. We will till
the soil. God brings the growth.

PASTORAL CARE

If you or your family have any
health concerns needing prayer, or a
pastoral contact or visit, please call
or email the church office. Thank
you.

PASTORAL CARE

WOODEN CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH
17401 198th Avenue NE
Woodinville, Washington 98077
(corner of 198th and Woodinville/Duvall Road)

Sunday WOrship ... 10:00 AM
ChUICH ... 425-788-3626
Church Office HOUrS .......cvcvevnieciiieiien, Mon.-Thurs, 7:30 AM—2:00 PM
Church Email ..o woodencrosslc@gmail.com
WEDSItE......ceceecec e www.WeAreWoodenCross.org

Pastor Office Hours........ Mon 10-2PM; Wed 11-2PM; and by appointment

Pastor Email..............cccoooevncnninicn, jameskruse814@gmail.com
PaSION ... Jim Kruse
Secretary / BOOKKEEPET ..........cuvvvveieririierieereeeseeens Tricia Gensman
Music Director / Organist ............ocveeeereereeeniemneereeeneeseseeneesenees Seung Lee
Altar Guild CoOrdinator ...........coeueeererreeerrerniee e Jone Vrhel
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TRANSITION TEAM

Your transition team consists of Jerry
Booren (Chairperson), Linda Rubel, Jone Vrel,
Emil Solem and Gwenn Rothe. Pr. Erik
Samuelson is our transition facilitator/coach.
Over the next few months, we will be completing
a document called a Ministry Site Profile, which
will then be given to the Call Committee to aid
them in the selection of our new pastor. Our plan
is to meet bi-weekly, with Jerry meeting with Erik
in between our group meetings, and we will
update you on our progress via the monthly
newsletter, announcements at church and a
bulletin board in the back of the church. In the
meantime, we welcome, and encourage your
input and questions. Please feel free to contact
us at any time! Committee member contact info:

Erik Samuelson (Coach)
eriksamuelson@gmail.com 510-759-1146

Jerry Booren (ChairpersorB
jabooren@gmail.com 06-713-0843

Linda Rubel
lindar15303@hotmail.com 206-940-8267

Jone Vrhel
jsvrhel@comcast.net 425-205-1636

Gwenn Rothe
carlsonrothe@gmail.com 425-381-0590

Emil Solem
emusolem@gmail.com 206-972-0245

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP

You are invited to join us after the Ul T g
worship service in the Fellowship Hall
for coffee and fellowship. Weekly
volunteers are needed to make
and serve the coffee, and to tidy
and load the dishwasher afterwards. If you'd like
to help, the sign up is on the narthex
table. Thank you.

With Fviends
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PASTOR MESSAGE
CONTINUED

Holy Trinity Sunday (May 31st): May concludes by
lifting up the church’s ancient doctrine that
“personalizes” the multiple ways we
encounter God in our lives. The First Person
of Father creates and provides everything we
need to get through alive. The Second
Person of Son, first seen in the sacrifice and
resurrection Jesus, continues to come to us
assuring us that our sins are forgiven as we
meet each morning with a fresh new spirit.
The Third Person of Spirit prods us into faith
in Christ and keeps us confident in God’s
love.

As you enjoy the fresh mornings and the
lengthen of days, pay attention to the
patchwork of May as it unfolds.

Good Cheer,
Pastor Jim AWORD
FROM THE
PASTOR
-—

QUILTER’S GROUP
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Group continue to make beautiful | | By aEEgs
quilts for Lutheran World Relief.

The Wooden Cross Quilter's ‘ H
f

You are invited to join us (see
calendar on the bulletin board for Sunday and
Thursday dates and times). Bring a sewing
machine, or just come and help cut and
assemble fabric. Come and
friends, or make new ones!

reconnect with
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A NNUAL

GARAGE SALE WRAP-UP!
Thank you to everyone
for your help and support
with this year’s annual
garage sale, we truly
couldn’t have done it
without you. Your time, effort, and generous
donations made the event a incredible
success! We sold almost $2,500 worth of
pre-loved treasures that now have a good
home.

We truly couldn’t have achieved this without the
help of the following faithful servants: Pati &
Jim McGraw, Jerry & Sandra Booren, Mike
Gaylord, Bonnie & Rich Madsen, Nancy
Ensien, Peg Skiftenes, Betty Scott, Jone
Vrhel, Carla Peterson, John & Mary Mathers,
Kathy Schroeder, Helen Patrick, Cinda
Woody, Carolyn Gross, Randy Rothe, Nancy
VanDalsem and Johan Luchsinger. Thank
you!

GRACE & GIGGLES

Why do Lutherans make great
neighbors?

Wz

They are always bringing hotdishes.
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CHOIR!

We have greatly enjoyed the
choir's beautiful music this
season. Their final performance ¢
before the summer break will :
be May 10. They will resume
practice on Thursday, September 3 at 7:30 PM.

Why not add more music to your life and
consider joining the choir in September?  All
voices welcome, particularly sopranos! The
Wooden Cross Choir rehearses on Thursday
evenings at 7:30 PM.

ONLINE WORSHIP

Wooden Cross church services
= are available on a YouTube Live
Stream Channel. You can watch
our Sunday morning worship
services online, as well as see any of the previous
broadcasted services.

Visit our church website—
WeAreWoodenCross.org, and click on the
streaming link. Be sure to “subscribe” to receive
ongoing notifications of upcoming streams, as
well as access to archived services that you
missed or have chosen to watch later.

Through this technology we are able to
expand our ministry anywhere in the world and let
people learn more about us and our ministry.
Join us as we Connect, Grow in faith, and Serve in
our communities, following Jesus and helping
others do the same!
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2
9-2:45 Acomn 8:00-2:00p
Montessori Facility Use:
Mother's Day Tea | Scout First Aid
(12:45) Training
(Partridge)
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
. . 9-2:45 Acorn 9-2:45 Acorn 9-2:45 Acorn 9-2:45 Acorn 9-2:45 Acorn 9:00a
9:00 Commynlty Prayer Montessori Montessori Montessori Montessori Montessori | WGC Annual
10:00 Worship Service 002 .
. L 11:00-3:00 Quilters Plant Sale
Fellowship Host-Christian . . » ) "
Connection 7:30-12:00 Facility Use: qudmwlle
an A, e WGC (Sanctuary) 4:15-5:15p Hand Alliance Chur
11:30-3:00 Quilting & Brown iy ) Iy :
Bag Lunch . Bells Facility Use: Boy Facility Use: Boy
7:00p AA 7-9 p Boy Scouts 10:00a Adult Bible Scout #422 Scout #422
1:30-4:00p Facility Use: ESUPA Study No Choir Rehearsal (())L\I/termght Camp Sl)/tern/ght Camp
10 1 12 13 14 15 16
Mother’s Day! 9-2:45 Acomn 9-2:45 Acomn 9-2:45 Acorn 9-2:45 Acorn No Acorn
9:00 Community Prayer Montessori Montessori Montessori Montessori %{;r;t:;esror/
10:00 Worship Service . . .
Fellowship Host-Church 10:00a AS(::(I:ItyBIbIe Professional Day)
Council ) iy .
1:30-4:00p Facility Use: ESUPA 7:00p AA 7-9 p Boy Scouts 5-9pm FaC{I{ty Use:
Water Resiliency
5:00p Christian Connection 7:00P CHURCH Info Session
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
9:00 Community Prayer 9-2:45 Acorn 9-2:45 Acorn 9-2:45 Acorn 9-2:45 Acorn 9-2:45 Acorn
10:00 Worship Service Montessori Montessori Montessori Montessori Montessori
Fellowship Host-Christian 10:00a Adult Bible
Response Study 11:00-3:00 Quilters
11:30-3:00 Quilting & Brown
Bag Lunch 7:00p AA 7-9 p Boy Scouts 6:30p Worship Meeting
JUNE News Articles Due ’ (Fellowship Hall)
24 Pentecost Sunday 25 nemorial 26 27 28 29 30
9:00 C ity P Memorial DAY | 9-2:45 Acom 9-2:45 Acorn 9-2:45 Acorn 9-2:45 Acorn 9:00-4:00p
1 0: 00 Womn;yngty rayer Holiday. === Montessori Montessori Montessori Montessori | NWWA Synod
) Fo”rs "2. ‘Lrv'?e Office Closed. Assembly
ellowship Host- , 10:00a Adult Bible 5-9 Facility Use: Lynnwood
No Acorn Montessori | 7.9 p Boy Scouts Study Pedersen Violin

1:30-4:00p Facility Use: ESUPA

7:00p AA

Rehearsal

31
9:00 Community Prayer

10:00 Worship Service
Fellowship Host-Worship
Committee

11:30-3:00 Quilting & Brown
Bag Lunch

5-7:30 Facility Use: Pedersen
Violin Recital




